REGILDING THE CRESCENT
knowledge that the seven or eight Christian
denominations that share the precincts of the
Sepulchre indulge in disgraceful conflicts and
are restrained from bloodshed only by the presence
of Turkish guards in the different chapels. As
if these conflicts between rival sects were not
disgraceful enough, the Orthodox must needs
fall out among themselves. On the proclamation
of the Constitution, the sixty thousand Orthodox
Christians resident in Palestine, inspired by the
new spirit of democracy in religious affairs,
demanded the appointment of a lay council to
take part in administering the church properties
of the Greek Patriarchate, by far the wealthiest
in Jerusalem. Monsignor Damianos, the Patri-
arch, at once assented to this demand (whether
from conviction or necessity is immaterial), an
attitude in which, for obvious reasons, he was
upheld by the Government. This did not suit
the confrerie of monks, who revolted and de-
manded the dismissal of the Patriarch. They
even went so far as to attack him in the streets,
whereupon the enraged mob formed itself into a
bodyguard and came into open conflict with the
monks, who, beseiged in their own quarters,
poured vitriol from their windows on the angry
crowd below, blinding some and disfiguring others.
Matters then reached such a crisis that the
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